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The conference will explore past and present research on clinical improvisation and create a community of innovation and collaboration. Integrating the science and art of clinical practice is a debate that has been central to the development of music therapy and is a subject that has caused much controversy. Improvisation as clinical practise is at the interface of this questioning. This conference aims to bring together improvisation researchers and practitioners, to facilitate discourse, and encourage connections. A unique aspect of this conference is that delegates will present a 60 min paper followed by a 45 min discussion. This format has been central to previous conferences and allows for rich discourse and active participation. Highlights of the conference will include a concert of compositions by Paul Nordoff, Inauguration of the Music Therapy Improvisation Collective, and a Clinical Improvisational Workshop with the Penderecki String Quartet.
Core Research Topics 
Micro- and macro analysis
Improvisation resources and styles
New research initiatives
Cultural perspectives
Community music therapy
Music Psychotherapy
Music-Centered practice
Musicology
Spirituality

Call for Papers: Deadline For Submissions

October 30th 2010
Details:
Organizer: Laurier Centre for Music Therapy Research (LCMTR)
Wilfrid Laurier University Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
Location: Wilfrid Laurier University, John Aird Building, Maureen Forrester Hall
75 University Ave. West, Waterloo, ON

TARGET AUDIENCE: Researchers in music therapy and improvisation; Music therapists, psychotherapists, creative arts therapists, health care professionals, teachers, musicologists, pastoral counselors… researchers, clinicians, educators, and students.

Both evidence-based and practice-based research studies are welcome.

We will offer:
-One hour presentation followed by 45 minutes discussio.
-Presentations and discussions will be videotaped and the presenter receives
-DVD of presentation and discussion.
-Book of Abstract.
-Publication in the Soundeffects Newsletter

Submit proposals, including the information
detailed below, prior to deadline to Dr. Heidi Ahonen: hahonen@wlu.ca

Include in the Submissions:
-Title of the presentation
-Abstract (max 250 words)
-5-6 discussion questions (related to your topic/interest)
-Bio (max 100 words)
-Contact name and information (e-mail address, mailing address, phone number)

All authors of accepted proposals will be notified by January of 2011, and the presenters will be asked to submit their final abstract (including their photo) to the book of abstract.

Contact Dr. Heidi Ahonen hahonen@wlu.ca 
